
   

July 2007 
 

Dear Parent / Carer  

I hope that this newsletter gives you a flavour of the numerous activities which have been taking place at the 
school.  There is certainly no sense of winding down for the summer holidays!  

From September we will be piloting an electronic communication system with parents, reducing the need for 
ôpupilõ post which is singularly unreliable!  Parents will be given the option to receive emails which will inform 
them that new information is available on our website.  (Letters will still be sent to those parents that request 
it).  In addition, parents will be able to access attendance and reporting information.  This system will be 
piloted with parents of year 7 pupils in the first instance.  

Our specialist bid for September 2007 was unsuccessful, mainly due to technical reasons connected with our 
2004 examination results.  These will drop out of consideration when we reapply in October and so I am 
hopeful of success in our October or March application.  My thanks to everybody who has sponsored our bid and 
I am sure that its eventual success will significantly improve our provision for pupils.  

This is always a time of good-byes in a school and we are saying farewell to the following staff  

I would like to pay a particular tribute to Lynn Woodfine, Jackie Flatman and Judith Barnes who have worked 
at St Ivo for a total of 76 years.  Their contribution to the school has been immense during this time and Iõm 
sure that you will join me in wishing them, and the other departing staff, very best wishes.  

With best wishes to you and your family for a restful and enjoyable summer.  

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 
Howard Gilbert  
Headteacher 
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Yr 12 / 13 geography students  have just returned from 
Snowdonia as part of their A2 level course. During the 
visit they had chance to study glaciation in the field as 
well as the tourism industry. Students also visited the 
Dinorwic power station, a hill farm and had a talk from 
the National Park Authority.  
 
Yr 10 geography students  are about to go off on the 
departmentõs first visit to Iceland . Here students will be 
able to see nature at its most spectacular when they 
visit hot springs, geysers, waterfalls and  glaciers as well 
as flying out to the newly formed volcanic island of Hei-
maey. This visit is planned to become an annual event 
open to all GCSE geography students ð letters will be 
given out in September detailing the July 2008 trip.  
 
Yr 11 students  
In September a new geography handbook to help stu-
dents with their revision will be available ð cost £3:00 
from the business centre.  
A reminder also that GCSE geography coursework dead-
line is on Friday 21 st Sept.   

Geography 

Department  

History 

Department  
Somme Visit November 2007  
This trip for the current Year 8 is now full and all pu-
pils who have paid should have received a letter con-
firming their place.  Further details will be issued in 
the Autumn term.  
 
China 2007  
Year 11 students are going to China on July 9th for 
nine days.  Their visit will include walking on the Great 
Wall and flying to Xian to see the Terracotta Army.  It 
will be an action packed tour and superb experience 
for all.  
 
China 2008  
Arrangements for this visit are well underway.  32 stu-
dents will visit China in October 2008 - an exciting 
time, just after the Olympics.  
 
New Head of Department  
I am retiring after 30 years at St Ivo and am delighted 
to be handing over to Dr Mike Craig.  I know the de-
partment is in excellent hands and I wish him and the 
history staff all the best for the future.  

Judith Barnes 
Head of History  

Music Department 

Extremely successful Summer concert; òthe best 
everó (audience quotation!).  Many thanks to all in-
volved.  It is hard to select particular highlights, but I 
would like to mention the Senior Choir, Wind Band and 
our guest singers from Years 5 & 6 from feeder Primary 
schools. 
 
Good luck to those taking music exams this term - 
hopefully results might possibly be out before the end 
of term.  
 
Year 7 Music Challenge coming up - each form puts for-
ward a piece of class work to compete in the final.  
All the best to Year 11 & 13 exam candidates - hope to 
see smiling faces on results days. 

Arwen Gilbert  
Head of Music 

Law Department 

Currently Year 12 are involved in the ôMOOTõ (Mock 
Trial) competition.  All students have taken the com-
petition very seriously and have turned up suited and 
booted ready with their briefs!  The competition en-
courages organisation, teamwork and advocacy skills.  
The final is scheduled for 18th July in N6 - all wel-
come!  So far Jerome 12Kh  is in the lead with an im-
pressive 29 points.  The MOOT is a compulsory part of 
the AS syllabus and covers technical areas of consumer 
and criminal law.  

Maths News 

It has been another successful 
year for pupils taking part in the 
United Kingdom Maths chal-
lenges. 
INTERMEDIATES 
Silver Award and Best in School:  George  
Silver Award:  Emma, David, Annie, Rosie, Patrick, 
Nicola, Matthew, Peter, Rachel.  
Bronze Award:  Rebecca, Ehren, Ho -Jin, Tom, Daniel, 
Chris, Lauren, Luke, Jenna.  
JUNIORS 
Gold Award and Best in School:  David who has been 
selected to go through to the next round of the chal-
lenge. 
Gold Award:  Robert, Sam, Daniel.  
Silver Award:  Charlotte, Karina, Katie, Thomas, 
Liam, Oliver, William, Jonathan, Yousaf, Necus, 
Lana, Graeme, Sabrinda, Tara.  
Bronze Award:  Alex, Timothy, Matthew, Amelia, 
Ketrina, Aisha, Chloe, Harry, Chole, James, Jordan, 
Emily, Sophie, Lauren, Josh, Jonathan, Lauren, Sian, 
Libby, Thomas.  
Congratulations to them all!  

Mr T Dixon 
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òDeustches Eckó and followed this up later with a trip to 
the café. Spaghetti ice was popular though others fla-
vours were also tried - sometimes more than once !  In 
Trier, pupils were pleased to discover that most people 
they stopped could spare time to answer questions about 
whether they were tourists or locals and understood why 
some tourists unable to understand the questions could 
only walk away.  
 
Of the sites, Marksburg was singled out for comment. 
Some pupils were fascinated by the canon and weapons 
and took great interest in the development of armour 
but it was clear that being shown the instruments of tor-
ture was the highlight for others. The cameras came out 
in great numbers when we reached the river side of the 
castle from which we had a fantastic view of the valley 
below.  
 
Equally breathtaking was the view from the hills above 
the Loreley. Pupils discussed amongst themselves ex-
actly where the whirl pool is and whether such a mer-
maid could really have existed ! They were less im-
pressed by the statue at the riverside where the water 
level was so high after so much rain.  
 
New this year was a trip to the Johannes Gutenberg Mu-
seum in Mainz where pupils watched the film of Guten-
bergõs life before seeing a demonstration of a printing 
press. They laughed heartily when the boy chosen from 
the audience to help had to use his two feet to move the 
heavy tray into the press ! It was not as light as he had 
been led to believe.  
 

Always of interest, the amphitheatre in Trier was a slight 
disappointment this year, as the staging put up for a 
festival prevented our pupils descending into the smelly 
chamber below where the equipment and some animals 
were kept in Roman times.  
 
News of Junior CULP  
St Ivo School will be represented at the national confer-
ence on July 10th at Cambridge and the team will soon 
be signing up pupils for the 2007 -8 CULP. Year 9 pupils 
will be offered Spanish and year 10 pupils will be offered 
Chinese though any spare places on either course will be 
offered to interested pupils from any year group. See 
Mrs Zähner for further information and letters.  

Year 10 views of the Stadtallendorf Exchange  
In the end it was hard to believe we had only spent two 
full days in Germany. We went to school, met Stad-
tallendorf's mayor, went sightseeing in Marburg and 
Frankfurt, had a barbecue and disco and still managed to 
find time to enjoy the delights of the ice -cream par-
lours. Our partners' return visit was similarly packed. We 
had a guided tour of St Ives, were welcomed by the 
Mayor and tried on all the official robes, saw the birds 
fly at the Raptor Centre, made scones, did a tourist 
trail, some shopping and punting in Cambridge and went 
bowling and had a barbecue in the evenings.  
 
Communication was always interesting but amazingly 
possible and our mistakes became jokes. We laughed a 
lot  and now we have the advantage of being able to e -
mail our partners when our German homework gets a bit 
tricky!  
 
What did year 8 pupils think of the day in Boulogne ?  
Few pupils on our trip had ever travelled through the 
tunnel and found the thrill of 
entering into such a small 
train in such a large coach 
quite exciting. Equally thrill-
ing was the moment of arri-
val in Wimereux where the 
pupils discovered that 
French towns really do have 
all those shops you learn 
about in the textbook and 
they looked out for a 
òboulangerieó as well as a 
òboucherieó, not to mention 
a òpatisserieó. Despite the rain, the pupils tried French 
breakfast food items and then enjoyed interviewing the 
locals about their preferences in food and drink. Some 
were a little surprised to discover that the French tend 
not to eat òle fastfoodó very often.  
 
It was a squash in Nausicaa but once more the sharks and 
the 4D video proved to be popular. Most liked the fish 
swimming towards their noses. The tropical island and 
the big spider crabs were also fascinating.  
 
At the ramparts in Boulogne, pupils found a òposteó 
where you canõt buy stamps (a òposte dõ ®lectricit®ó !) 
and were amazed that the cathedral is so huge in com-
parison with the tiny old town houses. Next time, we 
just will have to see inside the castle.  
 
Finally en route for the coast, and outside Boulogne we 
called into Auchan for pupils to see what a hypermarket 
is like. 19 and a half hours later we arrived safely back 
at the Rec Centre.  
 
Pupil views of the trip to Koblenz  
Teachers were delighted to hear that pupils found 
speaking German was the best bit of the trip. One pupil 
said it was òso rewarding and such funó. On day one, 
pupils asked in German for a postcard and stamp at the 

Modern Foreign Languages 
Department News 
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Higher Education / Career Work  
This half term has been dominated for Year 12 students 
by exams and preparation for applications for jobs and 
university places next year.  

¶ We wish all our students good luck with the June ex-
ams and look forward to seeing their results in Au-
gust. 

¶ We hope that they have gained a great deal from the 
H/E and Career programme 

ß On Monday 2nd July we held a collapsed timetable 
day during which students heard a speaker from 
Anglia Ruskin university, they began to complete 
their UCAS application forms on line and then en-
joyed the views of a panel of 22 ex St Ivo stu-
dents, who returned from university to talk to our 
current students.  

ß On Tuesday 3rd July over 90 students attended a 
higher education fair at   Woodgreen Animal Shel-
ter where they were able to meet representatives 
from over 100 universities.  

ß 42 students attended the Leicester University 
open day with Mr R Perry, Mr N Perry and Ms 
Monk.  In addition many of our potential university 
applicants either have or are planning to visit 
other universities for open days.  

ß On Wednesday 11 July two coach loads of students 
took part in a Huntingdon consortium event at 
HRC where they could listen to subject specialists 
talk about what was needed to apply for 
their subject.  

 
Big thanks are due to Mrs Barnes, Ms Coupland 
and their organizing committee of students for 
putting together another magnificent leavers 
ball for the Sixth form.  The ball was the biggest 
yet - over 360 people attended and all had a 
great time.  
 
Thanks are due from the Sixth form to all the 
tutors who are leaving, all of whom have pro-
vided support and encouragement to many stu-
dents - Mrs Barnes, Mrs Woodfine and Miss Jack-
son will be sorely missed.  

Mr R Perry 
Head of Sixth Form 

Sixth Form News 

Sixth Form  

Debating Society 

Since the Sixth Form Debating Society began earlier this 
year, there have been a number of requests from Sixth 
Formers to debate the issues surrounding the United 
Kingdoms involvement in the invasion of Iraq.  
 
So in May the following motion was put before the 
house: 'This house believes that the invasion of Iraq was 
a mistake'. It was felt that a number of people would 
wish to express their personal views during the debate 
and so the whole meeting was given over to this one 
issue. 
 

The club has had a very active year, culmi-
nating with an exhibition Ballroom tango at 
Hinchingbrooke schoolõs 6th form Ball on 
29th June.  
 
During the course of the year the club has 
attended dances where they watched exhi-
bitions by Iain Waite and Camilla Dallerup, 
as well as Darren Bennett and Lilia Kopy-
lova.  
 
The senior dancers have also attended two 
Black tie balls presented by Cambridge Uni-
versity Dancersõ Club.  These balls gave 
them the opportunity to dance to large 
strict tempo bands, dance with experienced 
students and watch exhibition dances per-
formed by the British satin and ballroom 
dance sport champions. 
 

The club has held master classes and workshops, 
where all club members and interested staff have 
learned the slow foxtrot, salsa, argentine tango and 
samba choreography. 
 
New members, especially boys, are always welcome 
and the club will be recruiting from all year groups in 
September.  Staff are very welcome as well.  

Mrs L Bartlett  

St Ivo School  

Ballroom Club 

Speaking for the motion Mr Burniston and Sam 
and speaking against the motion Steven and 
Peter  
 
The result was that Steven and Peter were slaugh-
tered by Mr Burniston and Sam by 19 votes to 1. The 
two sides were very evenly matched until the oppos-
ing team quoted Dr David Kay, who, as the proposing 
team pointed out, had fabricated the evidence that 
the team used!  
 
A special thank you to Mr Burniston for stepping in 
and speaking at this debate at very short notice.  
 
With the forthcoming A/S and A level examinations 
about to begin, it has been decided to make this the 
last debate of this academic year. However, plans are 
already in place for the autumn term. In October, 
there are plans for two senior staff and two governors 
to speak, by which time there shall be a new lower 
sixth, who will be welcome to attend.  
 

Jonathan  
Chair of Sixth Form Debating Society  
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Design & Technology 

Department  
Over the course of this academic year pupils and staff 
have worked very hard to achieve some high quality 
paperwork and practical solutions which show skill, 
care and attention to detail.  
 
In year 11 coursework projects were completed and 
some very good marks have been submitted for modera-
tion.  Exams have been sat and we look forward to Au-
gust results.  
Some very good final coursework examples have been 
posted on the extranet. www.stivoschool.org then the 
D+T section 
Sixth formers have been working very hard on course-
work with again some very high marks submitted for 
moderation.  High coursework marks for exceptional 
quality include  

Rotary Young Chef of the Year Award  
Again well presented with excellent presentation and 
standard 
1st  Tania  
2nd  Mehmet  
3rd  Nicola  
 
Rotary Young Designers Competition  
In an evening of judging 10 Sixth form projects were 
entered into this competition.  Judges were looking for 
creativity and relationship to manufacturing and had 
conversations about the designs with a number of the 
entrants.  The judges were most impressed with the 
depth and quality of work but had to choose three to 
progress to an area final in September.  
1st  Penny  
2nd Abi  
3rd Lisa  
Well done to all these young designers.  

Marshalls Aerospace Challenge  
12 pupils from Years 8 and 9 were chosen to represent 
St Ivo in June at Sawtry college in a number of chal-
lenges.  The four areas of resistant materials, graphics, 
food and electronics were set challenges with points in 
each competition going to the overall trophy.  We were 
very competitive with quality outcomes in all areas 
finishing overall in 3rd place.  
 
Special mention to the electronics team of Simon, 
Josh and Mark who received the first place trophy in 
their section.  However all pupils should be com-
mended for their skill and quality at the events.  
 

Many good projects have been completed in Key Stage 
3 and a number of pupils have shown great commit-
ment to their work and been rewarded with quality 
outcomes.  We are keen for these pupils to push us 
further next year.  
 
We will post on the website very soon a Design and 
Technology link which dispels the myth that our sub-
ject is only practical and leads to few opportunities.  
Without designers, advertisers, engineers, hospitality 
and many more areas too numerous to mention, we 
would have little to entertain or purchase through ne-
cessity.  The site will have interesting web links to 
show a small section of where you can go with Design 
and Technology. 

Marshalls Aerospace Challenge continued ..  
Other members 

Leah 
Sian  
Samantha 
Will  
Aaron  

Tim  
Amy  
Angharad 
Alex  

Art Department News 

GCSE Exhibition 
The GCSE Exhibition held on Wednesday 23rd May, was 
well attended by friends and parents of year 11. There 
were lots of positive comments about the artwork. Par-
ents were impressed by the wide range techniques being 
employed by the students and overall standards.  
 
A level Exhibition  
A real highlight of the Art calendar this exhibition was 
real success, and was attended by more than 300 friends 
and family of the year 13 art students. Led by Jess the 
year 13 students organised an outstanding Art exhibition 
which would not have looked out of place in a London 
Art gallery. Many of the visitors commented on the high 
standards and professionalism achieve by the students.  
 
Year 10 WRL Printing Project  
A group of 22 year 10 Art students are participating in 
an innovative and exciting art based WRL project where 
they are making prints to sell in an exhibition which will 
take place in the new academic year. So far they have 
spent 2 days constructing their prints and some students 
are ready to select one to put forward for the exhibi-
tion. Other students still have their prints to finish and 
will spend one more day in a print workshop finishing off 
their prints. The date and the venue for this exhibition 
has yet to be decided.  

¶ Natalie  

¶ Jess  

¶ Abi  

¶ James  

¶ Mary  

¶ Ryan  

¶ Jemma  

¶ Victoria  

¶ Emma  

¶ Penny  

¶ Lisa  

¶ Vicky  

¶ Tara  
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Wow, we actually did it!! During their half -term break, 
26 students from St lvo School had an experience they 
will tell their grandchildren about. The Great Glen 
Challenge was always going to be a test of stamina and 
will power but the extreme weather conditions tested 
students (and staff!) to their limits. The Year 9 stu-
dents (13-14 years old) had to paddle their Canadian 
canoes across the entire width of Scotland, battling 
against strong winds and 72 hours of continuous torren-
tial rain. In the evenings, the students were 'wild 
camping' on the banks of the Scottish Lochs, including 
2 days on Loch Ness. 
 
Waking up at 6.30am, pulling on damp clothes, loading 
tents and food onto the canoes and then facing over 7 
hours of difficult paddling demanded teamwork and te-
nacity. On the final day, we enjoyed bright sunshine and 
following winds, spending our final night in a Youth Hos-
tel with showers and real beds! The difficult times will 
soon be forgotten as students recall the awe -inspiring 
scenery, the exhilaration of shooting the rapids, the 
teamwork and companionship, the songs around the 
camp fires and the satisfaction and pride of completing 
a truly demanding challenge.  
 
The challenge began a year ago when 120 students 
signed up for the adventure. As they discovered more 
details about the demands of this wilderness challenge, 
more and more students opted out, leaving the final 
intrepid team of 26. Part of the challenge demanded 
that students had to raise at least half of the £400 fee 
themselves. They managed this through car washing, 
cake stalls, music concerts, etc. Students also had to 
exercise and eat sensibly as part of their personal 
preparation.  
 
We are grateful for support from a number of sources 
including Arena Structures, the RAF, Blacks, Stanjays of 
Godmanchester and of course all the parents.  
 
Group leaders from World Challenge, the professional 
body running the adventure, were full of praise for the 
children. "Considering their age and the conditions they 
had to endure, these students have gone well beyond 
what we expected of them. They supported one another 
through their personal highs and lows and merged into a 
strong team with tremendous skills and personal quali-
ties that will stand them in good stead for the rest of 
their lives".  

Mr M McGarry 
Deputy Head 

The Great Glen Challenge 
Sat 26th May - Fri 1st June 2007 

Christian Union News 

After much effort and planning the group staged a week 
of fundraising activities to support the charity stop the 
traffic, a united Christian charity whose focus is on stop-
ping the illegal trafficking of human beings (especially 
children).  The centrepiece of the week was the creation 
of a òFreedom walló where all members of the school 
community were encouraged to put a hand print and 
signature, in return for a 20p donation.  This, together 
with a cake stall raised an astonishing £216.85 for the 

charity.  

The freedom wall is on display in the school canteen.  

The group has also enjoyed Thursday lunchtime CU with 
presentations from Father Paul (Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church) and Andy Richards from the Bridge Church re-
cently.  The group continues to meet on Thursday lunch 
times in the Community Lounge, and all are welcome to 

attend.  

Mr J. Burniston  

Gifted and Talented  

On Wednesday 27th and Thursday 28th June students 
from Years 9 and 10 attended the Gifted and Talented 
Sports conference at various schools in the Huntingdon 
area. 
 
There were events based on Sports Journalism, Sport 
and Nutrition, Sport and Business, Capturing Sport 
through Art and Sport in History at all the participating 
schools including St Ivo, Hinchingbrooke, St Peterõs and 
Sawtry CC. 
 
Each of the schools presented their results on Thursday 
afternoon at Hinchingbrooke Performing Arts Centre 
and was impressed with the quality of what their peers 
produced.  The standard of work was phenomenal and 
saw able students from St Ivo collaborating with stu-
dents from other schools in a way that St Ivo hope can 
be developed in the future.  
Many thanks to all those involved.  

Miss V Baldwin 
Gifted & Talented Co -ordinator  


